
1 

 

Borough of Coraopolis 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Council Workshop Meeting by teleconference 

January 4, 2023 

6:30 PM 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough of Coraopolis was called to order by Council President David Pendel. 

 

A Roll Call of Members was then taken. 

 

Present 

Robb Cardimen 

Rudy Bolea 

Ed Pitassi 

George Mihalyi 

Allison Marine Via Teleconference 

Gary Flasco 

David Pendel    

 

Absent 

Chad Kraynyk 

Michael Dixon, Mayor 

 

Mr. Pendel said Mr. Kraynyk notified me that he would not be able to make it this evening. 

 

Mr. Pendel said I would like to turn the meeting over to Mr. Cardimen. 

 

Mr. Cardimen said I would like to take this time to reflect on the passing of Orlando Falcione.  He was a great 

man of Coraopolis who gave a lot to Cornell High School and to the Borough of Coraopolis and asked for a 

moment of silence. 

 

Mr. Pendel said I would like to ask for a moment of silence for the Brackenridge Police Chief Justin McIntyre 

who was shot and killed on duty a couple of days ago. 

 

Mr. Pendel asked if there were any questions on the Agenda.  Being none, the meeting continued.  

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve the slate of continued service agreements for Solicitor; Amato, Start 

and Associates, Engineers; LSSE Civil Engineering and Surveyors, Auditor; Mark Turnley C.P.A., Depository; 

First National Bank, and Publication; Beaver County Times. Mr. Bolea seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 
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Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve the slate for appointments of incumbents to the position of Director of 

the Coraopolis Water & Sewer Authority for a five-year term; Michael Harris, Director of the Zoning Hearing 

Board for a three-year term; David Demaree, Director of the Civil Service for a three-year term; Karl Groom, 

Commissioner of the Coraopolis Shade Tree Commission for a five-year term; Michael Harris, Director of the 

Property Maintenance Appeals Board for a three-year term; Michael Engel, Director of Valley Ambulance 

Authority for a five-year term; Jeffrey McBain, Vacancy Board Chairman for a one-year term; Henry Bobro.  

Mr. Bolea seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Pendel asked for nominations for two Director positions for the Coraopolis Memorial Library Board. 

Mr. Pitassi nominated Phillip DiCicco and Sandra Huling for the Coraopolis Memorial Library Board. 

Mr. Pendel said are there any other nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  Being none Mr. Pendel 

asked for a motion to close the nominations for the Director positions for the Coraopolis Memorial Library 

Board. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to close the nominations for the Director positions for the Coraopolis Memorial 

Library Board.  Mr. Pitassi seconded the motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve the membership of Phillip DiCicco and Sandra Huling to the Coraopolis 

Memorial Library Board of Directors.  Mr. Pitassi seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 
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Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Pendel said now we have our four members of the Library Board, so we need a motion to establish terms 

for the Library Board Seats based on longevity on the Board required per the bylaws. 

 

Mr. Pitassi made a motion to establish Library Board terms of Phillip DiCicco that expires on December 31, 

2026.  Michael Wargula that expires on December 31, 2025.  Terry Kujawa that expires on December 31, 2024.  

Sandra Huling that expires on December 31, 2023.  Mr. Bolea seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. Pendel asked for nominations for the Director of the Riverview Sanitary Authority to replace Orlando 

Falcione. 

Mr. Cardimen said I would like to nominate Ray McCutcheon.   

Mr. Pendel said are there any other nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  Being none Mr. Cardimen 

made a motion to close nominations.  Mr. Bolea seconded the motion.  

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to appoint Ray McCutcheon as Director of the Riverview Sanitary Authority.  Mr. 

Pitassi seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 
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Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve Resolution 23-395 approving the acquisition and subsequent disposition of 

Lot and Block Number 419-C-181 (735 6th Avenue) through the Allegheny County Vacant Property Recovery 

Program.  Mr. Cardimen seconded the motion. 

Mr. Bolea said is there a house on this property? 

Mr. McCutcheon said yes, there is a house here.  This is a continuation of the program that we have been doing 

for 8 years and has been working out well and he continued to explain. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Mr. Pendel asked for a motion to approve Partial Payment #5 to Avelli Construction Corp. in the amount of 

$45,810.00 for the Main Street Roadway Improvement Project and asked Mr. Null to explain. 

Mr. Null directed everyone to Attachment A of his monthly report and said the cost of the original work of 

$971,00.00 of $997,000.00 so this is projecting to be under.  There are some minor items left like the 

crosswalks and cleanup and he continued to explain.  Mr. Null said we do recommend payment.  

Mr. Mihalyi said how much are we holding back. 

Mr. Null said we are holding 10% which is $97,121.00. 

Mr. Cardimen said, if we pay this $45,000.00 tonight then we are still holding $97,000.00? 

Mr. Null said yes, and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve Partial Payment #5 to Avelli Construction Corp. in the amount of 

$45,810.00 for the Main Street Roadway Improvement Project.  Mr. Pitassi seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  No 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

 

Engineers Report 

 

Mr. Drew Null said Riverfront Park; there has been a lot of progress at the park.  We do not have a pay request 

this evening, but will probably have one for February.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said Chess Street and Wood Street; I have an attached pay request that we did receive from the 

Contractor asking to be paid in full.  I do not recommend payment this evening due to minor record drawings, 

administrative items and punchlist items to address.  We’ll see if they can get those updated by next 

Wednesday. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said Water and Sewer Authority; the PRP Project that is required by the MS4 Program that was 

bid out by the Authority was awarded and is a $300,000.00 project and will be on Brook Street for the stream 

stabilization and he continued to explain.  
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Mr. McCutcheon said are we sure that we were awarded the $150,000.00 grant for the Ridge Avenue Tot Lot 

play ground? 

Mr. Null said everything that is showing that the CFA has made the announcement on their website, but we 

haven’t heard anything from the County and he continued to explain. 

Mr. McCutcheon said I would like to spend this money in State, so we need to find some companies that are 

part of COSTARS and he continued to explain.  

 

 

Comments from Council 
 

Mr. Flasco said I have had a few residents come to me regarding the parking on Fleming Street between the 

1000 block of Ridge and the 1000 block of Vance.  They are parking on both sides of the road and it is very 

tight and I don’t think that emergency vehicles could get through if they needed to and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Cardimen said that has been brought up to me as well, let’s talk with the Chief to see if there is already 

something in place and he continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Mihalyi said there was a dumpster parked on Neely Heights and vehicles and emergency vehicles could not 

get by, do they need a permit? 

Mr. Cardimen said they do and a discussion pursued. 

Mr. Cardimen said I will bring this up next week when the Chief is here and he continued to explain and a 

discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. Bolea said I have nothing this evening. 

 

Mr. Cardimen said I got some pricing from Woltz and Wind Ford and they are our closest COSTAR dealer.  I 

would like to start doing business with them versus the dealership that we have been using on the other side of 

the city.  I would like to get Council’s permission to place an order for a 2023 F-550, 4-wheel drive, cabin 

chassis in the amount of $65,450.00.  This is all subject to Ford’s allocation.  

Mr. Pendel said this if for the replacement of the one that expired last year, correct? 

Mr. Cardimen said correct.  We are probably looking at another $35,000.00 for central hydraulics, the plow, 

tailgate spreader and stainless-steel bed.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. Bolea made a motion to order a 2023 F-550 from Woltz and Wind Ford at a cost of $65,450.00.  Mr. 

Cardimen seconded the motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Mr. Cardimen said this Council needs to start looking seriously at our Water and Sewer Authority.  They are 

doing a lot of repair work and leak detection and are tearing up brand new roads that this Borough just paved 

and they have no plan on how or when to repair these roads.  He continued to explain 

 

Ms. Marine said I have nothing to report tonight. 
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Mr. Pitassi said now that Main Street is finished and the area of Neely Heights from the top of Wood Street, are 

they going to take those No Parking signs out?  And if so, are we going to do anything about it?  Because the 

people who are using it park their trucks on the sidewalk and we do have ordinances where you can’t park your 

vehicles on the sidewalks.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

Mr. Bolea said to make a comment on that parking situation, at one point I lived up there for quite a few years 

and the people that were parking on the south side of Neely Heights parked there for years.  I can’t ever 

remember anybody not being able to get through there.  If you stop that person from parking on the south side 

of Neely Heights and he continues to park on both sides of Wood Street then that becomes a difficult turn 

coming off of Neely onto Wood.  I personally would rather see them parking on the south side of Neely Heights 

instead of both sides of Wood Street.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.   

 

Borough Manager’s Report 
 

Mr. McCutcheon said I received a request from Dana Watkins to utilize the Borough Council Chambers for the 

Black History Observation at the February 8 Regular Meeting.  She didn’t mark the time on her request, but I 

will verify that. 

 

Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve the presentation of Black History Observation at the February 8, 2023 

Regular Meeting.  Mr. Cardimen seconded the motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Mr. McCutcheon said besides the F-550, Woltz and Wind does have a 2023 Ford Police Interceptor in the 

amount of $ $40,400.00 and that would need the stripes, computer, lights for additional funds, but that is a good 

price.  This vehicle is in Detroit, but is on its way and he continued to explain. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to approve the purchase of a 2023 Ford Interceptor in the amount of 40,400.00.  

Mr. Bolea seconded the motion.  

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said once we get this the Chief is going to start using the unmarked car, so we can use his 

Expedition and we will transfer that to the Authority to be used for meter reading. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said I received an announcement today stating that Governor Wolf announces that 32 

Municipalities will receive funds to improve traffic safety and red-light enforcement.  The Coraopolis Borough 
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will receive $298,250.00 to replace traffic signals including overhead and pedestrian crossing.  This will happen 

at 4th Avenue and Watt Street and he continued to explain and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel.  Mr. Mihalyi seconded the 

motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

  

Mr. Cardimen made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  Mr. Pitassi seconded the motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Mr. Bolea made a motion to hire Laura Zimmerman for the Coraopolis Memorial Library.  Ms. Marine 

seconded the motion.  

 

Upon Roll Call 

Mr. Cardimen  Yes 

Mr. Bolea  Yes  

Mr. Pitassi  Yes 

Mr. Mihalyi  Yes  

Ms. Marine  Yes 

Mr. Flasco  Yes 

Mr. Pendel  Yes 

Motion Carried. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said I didn’t realize the Mayor wasn’t going to be here tonight.  There have been some 

disturbing posts on social media along with statements made in social gatherings about me.  This is something 

that does bother me and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Pendel said Ms. Marine has agreed to work on a formal policy for communication.  

Ms. Marine said I am happy to take this on as a project.  I will consult with you and others to put a formal 

process and procedure behind it and she continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

 

Mr. Bolea made a motion to Adjourn.  Mr. Cardimen seconded the motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

Meeting Adjourned.  


