Borough of Coraopolis
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania
Council Workshop Meeting by teleconference
March 5, 2025
6:30 PM

The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Coraopolis was called to order by Council President, Robb
Cardimen.

A Roll Call of Members was then taken.

Present

Robb Cardimen

Rudy Bolea Via Teleconference
George Mihalyi

Gary Flasco

Kim Haskins

Mike Harris 6:35 Arrival

Joe Szabat

Absent
Allison Marine
Michael Dixon, Mayor

Mr. Cardimen said are there any comments on agenda items by Council Members? Being none, the meeting
continued.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to purchase a 2020 Ford Interceptor SUV from Jefferson Hills Borough Police
Department fully equipped for $20,000.00. Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of the Riverfront Park by the Coraopolis Cub Scouts for an
Easter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 13, 2025 starting at 10 am. Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of the Riverfront Park by Coraopolis Youth Creations for the
Back-2-School Bash on August 9, 2025 starting at 8 am. Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.



Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of the Riverfront Park by Paige Goldsmith for a Sweet 16
Birthday Party on July 12, 2025 starting at 2 pm. Mr. Szabat seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Szabat made a motion to approve the closure of Town Square Parking Lot and Pine Way between Mill
Street and the McDonald’s exit on June 14", July 12" and August 9" for the CCDC’s 2" Saturday events
and October 11, 2025 for the Fall Festival. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.

Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of the Riverfront Park by the American Cancer Society for a
Relay for Life on September 13, 2025 starting at 10 am. Mr. Flasco seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Szabat made a motion to authorize Cobblehaus Brewing to have Food Trucks at the Town Square
parking Lot for the first and second 6-month periods on various days. Mr. Mihalyi seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Police Chief’s Report

Police Chief Stewart said | am here to ask permission to apply for two grants; one to get our body armor
reimbursed, which we have to replace every five years and it is currently expiring in the next two months.
The new body armor has been ordered, but this grant opens up in April, it is only open for a short period of
time, but they will reimburse half the cost of the body armor and he continued to explain. Chief Stewart
said the second grant is to apply for LPR cameras and overhead cameras in several intersections at the
beginning of 5" Avenue coming in to town, the bridge, Maple Street and going out of town by Cornell
Street. He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to authorize Chief Stewart to apply for two grants; one for body armor
replacement and the other for LPR cameras and overhead cameras. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.
Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Public Works Foreman’s Report
Mr. Larry Tollis said we have done a lot of repair work on dump truck No. 5 and he continued to explain.

Mr. Larry Tollis said we cold patched State Avenue, Maple Street, Locust Street and 4" Avenue, School
Street and Roberts Street.

Mr. Larry Tollis said there were seven call outs for the removal of ice or snow.



Mr. Larry Tollis said we aided in the unloading and set up of the 28 shelving units at the Coraopolis Library.
Mr. Larry Tollis said we made mention at the Preliminary Parade Meeting about the parking meter posts
remaining until after the parade so that they can be used to post the No Parking signs and afterwards we will
begin removing those poles. He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Cardimen said I have received a lot of very good feedback on how you guys did a wonderful job taking
care of the town and getting the roads cleared and he continued to explain.
Mr. Tollis said thank you, we appreciate it.

Valley Ambulance Report

Mr. Pete Miles, the Borough Representative for Valley Ambulance said for the year 2024, Valley had a little
under 9,000 emergency requests. In Coraopolis alone we had 1,135 emergencies and we transported 720
patients. There were 33 times in 2024, we didn’t have an ambulance available so that is less than 1% of
responses that we weren’t able to cover so we used mutual aid.

Mr. Miles said in February 2025 we had 104 ambulance requests and for Coraopolis we transported 71
patients.

Mr. Miles said the subscription drive is ongoing, this really helps us to keep our equipment up.

Committee Reports / Comments from Council
Mr. Flasco said | have nothing to report this evening.

Mr. Mihalyi said the Parks and Recreation Committee, along with the CCDC and the Coraopolis Youth
Creations had a meeting to review the status of the Riverfront Park plans and the future use of the park and
he continued to explain. Mr. Mihalyi said multiple funding applications were applied for Phase 111
construction improvements generally including extension of walking trail, playground equipment,
playground surface and seat wall, gazebo and all other necessary restoration for construction. Funding has
not been awarded for Phase I11 construction and no funding applications are being actively considered and
he continued to explain. Mr. Mihalyi said current grant opportunities available through the DCNR and the
Commonwealth Financing Authority Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program were discussed. Borough
Council will need to consider a resolution for the March Meeting for submission of the DCNR grant.

Mr. Mihalyi said we talked about miscellaneous park policies related to dogs, bathrooms and pavilion
rentals were discussed.

Someone asked about the bathrooms?



Mr. Flasco said the discussion about the bathrooms was that we will get sign stating that the bathrooms will
only be open when there is an event being held there. Mr. Flasco said there will also be signs stating that
dogs must be on a leash and they are allowed on the track only. Mr. Flasco said we also discussed the
Japanese knot weed and how to remove it. The cost of a machine was $85,000.00 so we discussed seeing if
we can rent it from Moon a couple of times a month and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Tollis said we currently use the backhoe and rip it out with the bucket. It is up to you if you want to
look for a cutter for our machine, but we are able to cut it now and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Flasco said the CCDC spoke about doing a movie in the park there and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Mihalyi said I met with Randon from the CCDC along with Mike Moyta from the East Wing
Symphony Band and they would like to come for a concert using the amphitheater. He said he will get back
to us with dates and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Bolea said | have nothing this evening.

Ms. Haskins said | have a question for Mr. Flasco about the park bathrooms. Your committee said they will
be closed all of the time except for events. | have had people screaming about the bathroom issues since the
beginning so | want to know what to tell them about your reasoning.

Mr. McCutcheon said Mr. Null mentioned that people destroy bathrooms.

Ms. Haskins said there are cameras there that go straight to the police so if someone is doing that, it should
deter them from hanging out and destroying them and a discussion pursued.

Ms. Haskins said we spent a lot of money for cameras and the Chief and Police Officers do a good job
patrolling there so you might want to rethink that, even if it is until only 4:00 pm. She continued to explain
and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Szabat said | want to thank Public Works for helping unload the bookcases at the library and the Police
Department for the No Parking signs so that the delivery truck was able to park there. Mr. Szabat said it is
moving fast right now and we are projected to open on March 17,

Mr. McCutcheon said Gary Flasco and Eddie Pitassi should also be recognized for their help with the
remodel and he continued to explain.

Mr. Harris said | apologize for my tardiness tonight.

Mr. Harris said | want to thank the Public Works Department for their work in a busy season keeping our
roads safe, along with the Police and Fire Departments and he continued to explain.

Mr. Harris said | want to make a suggestion to have the Public Works Supervisor get some pricing and a
timeline for delivery for a piece of equipment to maintain that hillside at the park and he continued to
explain.

Mr. Tollis said I will get that.



Manager’s Report

Mr. McCutcheon said | have been receiving a lot of calls about Montour Street still being closed. We are
waiting to get the lines painted and the asphalt work to the aprons of the alley done and we may not get the
painting done until early April.

Mr. McCutcheon said PennDOT will be closing the north entrance onto 1-79 on Neville Island starting
March 10" through the 31%. They will detour everyone through here and he continued to explain.

Mr. McCutcheon said we had very few complaint calls for Noble, the new garbage collection company that
started this week. They stopped in both Monday and Tuesday to ask how things were and if there were any
complaints and he continued to explain.

Mr. McCutcheon said we looked into the Town Square parking lot lights. | received a quote for
replacements because you cannot get replacement parts for the old units. The new units are $6,300.00 each
along with $760.00 shipping for each assembly. We have $30,000.00 in the budget, but that would wipe out
the entire budget amount. The lead time is 10 — 12 weeks. | am working with Henry Bobro and he thinks
there may be something that we can use in our garages and a discussion pursued.

Mr. McCutcheon said we should see the street sweeper in early April and they want to check our existing
one.

Mr. Tollis said we have a small leak, but we haven’t touched it or taken it out, it is a small line that we may
be able to replace.

Mr. McCutcheon said if we have a warm day and they want to take it out maybe we shouldn’t.

Mr. Tollis said I’d rather keep it parked in case anything does happen to it then we are going to be liable for
repairs and a discussion pursued.

Mr. McCutcheon said the K-9 Police Units are having a golf outing on Saturday, April 26™, | have some
flyers that I will be putting out.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel. Mr. Harris seconded the
motion.
Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Harris made a motion to come out of Executive Session and return to Regular Session. Ms. Haskins
seconded the motion.
Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.



Ms. Haskins made a motion authorize the Police Chief and the Borough Manager to approach Cornell
School District about extending our police agreement with them to where the Chief is comfortable with his
staff coverage. Mr. Harris seconded the motion.

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Chief Stewart said there is an intelligence agency that supplies us with information which we pay a
membership for every year. | gave everyone a copy of a readiness plan that was prepared for another
township outside of this area. Officer Quinn and Dispatcher Moran approached Cornell and asked them to
provide the information needed to do this for their school. Chief Stewart said the reason | am bringing it up
is because if you are approached from someone it may be because we sent letters to the churches asking if
they would like us to do the same thing for them. He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.

Mr. Harris made a motion to Adjourn. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.
Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Meeting Adjourned.



