Borough of Coraopolis
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania
Regular Council Meeting via teleconference
March 12, 2025
6:32 PM

The Regular Meeting of the Borough of Coraopolis was called to order by Council President, Robb Cardimen.
Police Chief Stewart led the gathering in the Pledge to the Flag.
A Roll Call of Members was then taken.

Present

Robb Cardimen

Rudy Bolea via teleconference
George Mihalyi

Allison Marine

Gary Flasco

Kim Haskins

Mike Harris

Joe Szabat via teleconference
Michael Dixon, Mayor

Mr. Cardimen said are there any questions on the agenda from Borough Council? Mr. Cardimen said are there any
visitor requests and comments regarding agenda items? Being none, Captain Litterini was called to the podium to
present recognition certificates to some members of the Police Department.

Captain Litterini said on January 20™" of this year at 10:45 PM Dispatcher John Lorenc received a call from a resident at
904 6™ Avenue stating his apartment building was on fire. Dispatcher Lorence immediately dispatched Cpl. Graham and
Ofc. Short to the scene and then notified 911 to have the Fire Dept. dispatched. He continued to explain the lifesaving
efforts of all three men (full record filed with minutes of 3.12.25 Regular Meeting.) Awards were then presented by
Chief Stewart and Mayor Dixon.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the Minutes of the February 12, 2025 Regular Council Meeting. Mr. Harris
seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to approve the Minutes of the March 5, 2025 Council Workshop Meeting. Ms. Haskins
seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.



Mr. Flasco made a motion to approve the Invoices for March 2025 in the amount of $419,836.42. Ms. Haskins seconded
the motion.

Upon Roll Call Vote

Robb Cardimen Yes
Rudy Bolea Yes
George Mihalyi Yes
Allison Marine Yes
Gary Flasco Yes
Kim Haskins Yes
Mike Harris Yes
Joe Szabat Yes

Motion carried.

Mr. Harris made a motion to approve the Payroll for the month of February 2025 in the amount of $144,897.96. Ms.
Haskins seconded the motion.

Upon Roll Call Vote

Robb Cardimen Yes
Rudy Bolea Yes
George Mihalyi Yes
Allison Marine Yes
Gary Flasco Yes
Kim Haskins Yes
Mike Harris Yes
Joe Szabat Yes

Motion carried.
Ms. Haskins made a motion to adopt the written decision by Coraopolis Borough Council granting conditional approval
for the property situated at 820 Chestnut Street, Coraopolis, for the Applicant Allegheny Music Academy LLC to operate

a Home Occupation to give private music lessons. Mr. Harris seconded the motion.

Upon Roll Call Vote

Robb Cardimen Yes
Rudy Bolea Yes
George Mihalyi Yes
Allison Marine Yes
Gary Flasco Yes
Kim Haskins Yes
Mike Harris Yes
Joe Szabat Yes

Motion carried.



Mr. Harris made a motion to approve Resolution 25-438 applying for a grant for Riverfront Park Improvements Phase I
from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources in the amount of $250,000.00. Ms. Haskins seconded the
motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Harris made a motion to approve the sale of the 2013 Ford Interceptor with over 115,000 miles to Dale Glatz, DSG
(K-9) Training in the amount of $1,000.00, which was the offer price from We Buy Any Car. Ms. Haskins seconded the
motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to authorize the Borough Solicitor to prepare a Grading Ordinance. Mr. Harris seconded the
motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Police Chief’s Report

Chief Stewart gave the Police Department Report for the month of February 2025.

Fire Chief’s Report

Chief Spencer said in February 2025 the Coraopolis Volunteer Fire Department answered 22 calls; 12 mutual aid calls, 1
carbon monoxide call, 1 gas leak, 2 fires, 1 smoke in the area, 3 false alarms, 1 elevator entrapment and 1 flooding for a
total of 131 hours.

Engineer’s Report

Mr. Devanté Miles directed everyone to the monthly report and said Riverfront Park; you approved the resolution for
Phase Il improvements of Riverfront Park this evening. That is a total of $500,000.00 with $250,000.00 in the grant
request and $250,000.00 local match. We will get this completed and submitted to the DCNR on April 2.

Mr. Devanté Miles said Mill Street Roadway Improvements; we got notification from PennDOT that they want to
schedule the meeting the first week of April. Pending comments from PennDOT determines how we’'ll be able to
proceed with bidding.

Mr. Devanté Miles said Montour Street; | am sure everyone has seen that it is open. We met with the Contractor today
to go over the driveway adjustments and Pine Way. They are looking to come out withing the next week after they
schedule with their pavers.

Mr. Devanté Miles said Grant Applications; the two open applications are the Floodplain Management and the CFA
Greenways Trails and Recreation Program. They are both through CFA and both due by May 31°. The Floodplain
Management is specific to the Ohio River Earthen Levy Project that we have applied for in previous years and he



continued to explain. Mr. Miles said the past Greenways Trails and Recreation Program was for Riverfront Park Phase Il
Improvement, but wasn’t approved last year so this would be a resubmission if you like.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Dixon said | have a proclamation for Women’s History Month and he read the proclamation.

Committee Reports/Comments from Council

Mr. Flasco said | have nothing to report this evening.

Mr. Mihalyi said | have nothing this evening.

Ms. Marine said | want to thank Mr. Szabat, Mr. McCutcheon, Ms. Hampe and the entire Library Staff for getting ready
for the grand reopening of the library and she continued to explain.

Ms. Marine said | want to see if we can make a post on our website, Savvy Citizen and our Facebook page regarding the
new garbage collection company and the streets that changed their pick up date and a discussion pursued.

Mr. McCutcheon said | think we need to recognize Eddie Pitassi for all that he did for the library and the organizing of
contractors.

Ms. Haskins said | have nothing this evening.
Mr. Harris said the Public Works Department is going to start on the removal of the parking meter poles.
Mr. Bolea said | have nothing this evening.

Mr. Szabat said relative to the library, Ms. Hampe would like to see as many Council Members who have the opportunity
to come see the improvements made to the library and he continued to explain.

Mr. Szabat said | think that Noble Environmental are doing a great job with the garbage collection and he continued to
explain.

Mr. Cardimen said speaking with Mr. McCutcheon and the employees of the front office regarding Noble Environmental
they say this is the least amount of calls they have ever had. This is a sign that we made a right move in the right
direction.

Mr. McCutcheon said they have been in touch with us a few times concerning missed areas because of the day change
and they came back out today to pick up what was missed.

Mr. Cardimen said the Coraopolis Volunteer Fire Department will be conducting our annual hose testing on Friday,
March 12t on the 400 block of Chestnut Street so this road will be closed between 9 am and 4 pm.

Mr. Cardimen said a member of the fire department and | went to the Sutphin Corporation to check the progress of the
VFD ladder truck. It probably has 3 —4 months to go, but there has been a lot of work done and he continued to explain.



Mr. Cardimen asked Chief Stewart if there was any opposition to getting a plasma cutter to start removing the meter
posts?
Chief Stewart said there is no opposition by us, I'm sure we’ll come up with a remedy of where to hang the signs.

Mr. Cardimen said | spoke with Mr. Tollis last week and we are going to go out on Tuesday to mark the place where we
are setting poles on the 1400 block of Ridge Avenue and the 1000 block of 1% Avenue to install the LED lighted “watch
children signs.”

Borough Manager’s Report

Mr. McCutcheon said Ms. Hampe will email all of Council with information about the grand reopening of the library on
Monday, March 17" at 10:00 am.

Mr. McCutcheon said | want to recognize the Fire Department for the work they did on that apartment building. It was a
cold night. The Public Works guys also as they were out salting the roads and the guys tonight from the Police Force.
We are lucky that we have the people we do protecting this town.

Comments from the Public

President Robb Cardimen said before opening the meeting to public comments | would like to make the following
observations and direct that they may be part of the public record. It is the public’s right to comment at public meetings
and is limited to residents of the Borough or persons who pay taxes to the Borough and that is why we ask each person
who desires to comment to give your name and address of the residence of property that you own in the Borough. Each
person who seeks to comment is limited to three minutes and comments are limited to matters that are or may be
before the Borough. Council Members are not required to answer any questions posed by the members of the public or
engage in any dialog with the comments of the public. Council Members shall not comment on matters of personnel,
discipline, or any legal matter.

Kathy Sesnellis of 1215 State Avenue Apt. 1 said we are having some difficulties here between Chestnut and Broadway. |
am disabled and applied for a handicap parking spot on October 10, 2023, but was denied due to neighboring housing. |
can’t get up and down the hills and she continued to explain.

Mr. Brian Diggins owner of a couple of buildings in town said | had a long prepared something that | was going to read
mostly about the posts that haven’t been removed, so I’'m glad to hear that you guys are working on that. | do want to
point out to everyone the reason that they are working on it, | believe, is because | threatened legal action and he
continued to explain. Mr. Diggins said | do have business owners that came in support of me and we are all tired of the
way you guys take care of the business community and he continued to explain.

[Inaudible 32.53] | have been told that Doctor Schneiderman’s old building is going to be turned in to a music studio.
What all is going on with that | wondered myself [inaudible 33:19]
Mr. McCutcheon said it is not a music studio.



Philip Soltez of 1450 Ridge Avenue said I’'m here in support of Liz Heimann and the other neighbors on that street. As
I’'m sure you are very well aware, there was a child was hit and by God’s saving grace not killed or seriously injured. Not
one to get too involved in politics but having grown up in the Kennedy, Robinson, Coraopolis area | find it a bit
embarrassing for our township and community that not something as small as a speed bump that | myself can
implement and build in a day has not been approved or that poor Liz, | mean, | have two children myself and the
restraint that she has shown to not go to public social media, media outlets, | mean | am a very composed man, but if it
comes to my children, and there are Police Officers here and I’'m sure we all have children but you know, a lot of us
would do a lot of things to protect them. There are other things that were prepared, I’'m not at my time but she’s done
great research in regards to PennDOT Traffic Laws, motorists flying through there that aren’t residents of the street

so. Again, first meeting so | don’t necessarily know how in depth or dramatic things can get with emotions high, but
great points from all residents, but this is regarding children’s lives, so | think human life takes priority over anything
else, not to downplay anybody else’s issues so yea, thank you.

Scott Craig of 747 Hiland Avenue said | am here in support of Mr. Diggins and | am thankful to hear that the posts are
finally getting removed and he continued to explain.

Mr. Craig said | am also here in support of Liz Heinmann. We had some work done on our road so the road is paved now
and the cars are going even faster down Wood Street and he continued to explain.

Ms. Tracey Serba of 1818 Devonshire Road said regarding people asking for speed bumps; | know we asked for them on
Vine a couple of years ago. Recently, my GPS took me through a Ryan Plan and they had rumble strips on the road and |
think they are a good deterrent.

Mr. Randon Willard of 1433 Ridge Avenue and also the Executive Director of the CCDC said Brian mentioned the
businesses and one of the things that we are doing is trying to get businesses organized here in town to restart the
Coraopolis Business Association on March 24" we have our next meeting and | want to invite anyone from Council to it,
so please feel free to come and he continued to explain.

Mr. Willard said | know there’s a lot going on with the Shade Tree Commission last year and the business community
jumped in and helped with the planters and they were beautiful. | would love to have that conversation again, what can
we do to work together to make those planters and make the downtown beautiful throughout the summer months.

Mr. Willard said let’s look into Ordinance No. 1731. | had a business reach out to me who has pinball machines and got
something saying that he owed $250.00 per pinball machine for the gaming license. | get that from places that are
making money off of their machines, but for pinball machines or pool tables where they are not making money from, to
have to pay a license fee might be something to reconsider.

Mr. Curtis Deitrick of 1454 Ridge said I'm here also for something needs to happen on that road. The traffic through
there is well and people trying to get away in both directions going from State Street and the main drags. They also
funnel down from the opposite side of town because of the goalie there it comes down to Ridge Avenue and at the
bottom of the hill there are so many kids, the cars are parked on both sides of the road, people can’t see them and he
continued to explain.

Mr. Phil Mackin 1442 Ridge Avenue said | came to support Liz, but | also came because about seven years ago my son
was hit by a car on that very road. There definitely can be more safety and he continued to explain.



Mr. Trevor Reed of 1441 Ridge Avenue said we all know why there are so many of us in the room. | know | have had a
conversation with several members of Council about the speed on Ridge Avenue. Kids and cars are being hit, people are
going too fast and on their phones. People are not going to speed when they see a police car there, they are going to
when there isn’t one and he continued to explain.

Ms. Connie Baladeris said | don’t live in Coraopolis, but | opened a business at 423 Mill Street and Brian is my landlord. |
had a business in Sewickley and have moved it to Coraopolis and a lot of my clients are coming in and are amazed to see
what is happening in Coraopolis and how nice it is and she continued to explain.

Mr. [46:13 inaudible] of 1005 Pine Way Avenue said | have a business here and | don’t live in Coraopolis and | want to
add my voice to the traffic issues in Coraopolis. One of the big things | have noticed is people don’t obey stop signs and
he continued to explain.

Mr. [inaudible] said Brian is one of the more awesome landlords that | have ever had.

Mr. [inaudible] said | am just stepping up to fire my support behind some sort of traffic solution and Brian himself.

Ms. Liz Heinmann of 1446 Ridge Avenue said | am the mother of the little boy who was hit on November 6%. The
Pennsylvania Calming Traffic Handbook is something that we have referenced here and she continued to explain.

People need to pay attention and care about the humans and pets who live on these streets. If it is obvious to everyone
that there is a problem, just do something about it. Ms. Heinmann said everyone has known for many years that this is a
huge problem. The thing is, | think the data exists and so for me, if | have enough data to satisfy the requirements to
bring a negligence law suit against the Borough of Coraopolis then you have all the evidence you need to commence the
process of installation of speed bumps on the 1400 block of Ridge Avenue.

Mr. Mihalyi made a motion to go into Executive Session. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Mr. Harris seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Flasco made a motion to approve Chief Stewart to assign extra duty an officer to observe traffic on the 1400 block of
Ridge in the morning and afternoon to gather more data. Mr. Cardimen seconded the motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to Adjourn. Mr. Harris seconded the motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

MEETING ADJOURNED



