Borough of Coraopolis
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania
Regular Council Meeting via teleconference
October 8, 2025
6:30 PM

The Regular Meeting of the Borough of Coraopolis was called to order by Council President, Robb Cardimen.
Mayor Dixon led the gathering in the Pledge to the Flag.

Mr. Cardimen said before | continue with the Agenda and Roll Call of Members, | would like to honor a former Borough
- employee, John May who was our Public Works Superintendent who did a lot for the people of this town and for the
Borough of Coraopolis and then asked for a moment of silence.

A Roll Call of Members was then taken.

Present

Robb Cardimen

Rudy Bolea

George Mihalyi
Alison Marine

Gary Flasco

Kim Haskins

Mike Harris

Joe Szabat

Mayor, Michael Dixon

Mr. Cardimen said are there any questions on the agenda from Borough Council? Mr. Cardimen said are there any other
questions on the agenda? Mr. Cardimen said are there any visitor requests and comments regarding agenda items?

? said are you going to share details about the Traffic Calming Policy?

Mr. Cardimen said that will be brought up in Committee Reports.

Mr. Cardimen said moving on with the Agenda.

Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve the Minutes of the September 10, 2025 Regular Council Meeting. Mr. Harris
seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the Minutes of the October 1, 2025 Council Workshop Meeting. Mr. Bolea
seconded the motion. ‘
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.



Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve the Invoices for October 2025 in the amount of $355,201.46. Ms. Haskins
seconded the motion.

Upon Roll Call Vote

Robb Cardimen Yes
Rudy Bolea Yes
George Mihalyi Yes
Alison Marine Yes
Gary Flasco Yes
Kim Haskins Yes
Mike Harris Yes
Joe Szabat Yes

Motion carried.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the Payroll for the month of September 2025 in the amount of $173,356.82. Mr.
Bolea seconded the motion.

Upon Roll Call Vote

Robb Cardimen Yes
Rudy Bolea Yes
George Mihalyi Yes
Alison Marine Yes
Gary Flasco Yes
Kim Haskins Yes
Mike Harris Yes
Joe Szabat Yes

Motion carried.

Mr. Harris made a motion to advertise a public hearing on the demolition of 607 Chess Street. Ms. Haskins seconded
the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve Resolution 25-446 authorizing the Borough Manager to sign the Winter
Maintenance Services Agreement for five years with PennDOT. Mr. Szabat seconded the motion.

Mr. Cardimen said this is an agreement that we sign on a continual basis to clean the streets.

Mr. McCutcheon said there are 4 — 5 streets in Coraopolis that are State Roads that we take care of for them.
Mr. Cardimen said and we get money from the State for that.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Harris made a motion to approve Concurring Resolution 25-447 to apply for an Allegheny County Economic
Development (ACED) Act 152 Blight Removal Program application requesting $100,100.00 in funding for demolition of
619 61" Avenue, 627 6™ Avenue and 817 6" Avenue. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. '



Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve Slum and Blight Resolution 25-448 to apply for an Allegheny County Economic
Development (ACED) Act 152 Blight Removal Program application for demolition of 619 6™ Avenue, 627 6% Avenue and
817 6" Avenue. Mr. Harris seconded the motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Mr. Bolea made a motion to approve Resolution 25-449 authorizing the filing of a grant application with the
Commonwealth Financing Authority for a Local Share Account Grant for the Watson Street Roadway Improvement
Project. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Ms. Haskins made a motion to authorized the use of Ridge Avenue Tot-lot Pavilion by Karla Krull for a Birthday Party on
Friday, October 10, 2025 from 4:30 pm to closing. Mr. Szabat seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

Solicitor’s Report

Solicitor Conlon said earlier Council voted on an advertisement of a Public Hearing on the 607 Chess Street property.
We already prepared the legal notice for that and want to give Council some background on why the public hearing is
required. The Code Officer has already declared the property condemned and has ordered the property owner to
remove the structure. The owner has not removed the property so if the Borough wants to take action to remove the
property it must provide the due process and he continued to explain.

Solicitor Conlon said regarding Ordinances; the Container Ordinance, we have already prepared an amendment to an
existing ordinance that will prohibit shipping containers on private property. Mr. Conlon said our office also prepared a
Grading Permit Ordinance. Right now, you do have a provision for grading permits in your zoning code, but it is very
short. Our suggestion is to do a stand-alone ordinance that specifically addresses grading and said that the legislation
has already been prepared and is under review if Council decides to move forward.

Solicitor Conlon said Council asked us to review a draft Traffic Calming Policy which we did and made a couple of edits
and changes to it and | understand that Council is still reviewing it and he continued to explain.

Mr. Harris said as far as the demolition of the property, after that property is demolished does the County or the
Borough take possession or is it auctioned off or are we just kind of taken care of the structure?

Mr. Conlon said it is just the structure that Council is going to authorize the Borough to remove. The Borough can file a
Municipal Lien against that private property for the cost of the demolition and then if the property is sold at a tax sale
the Borough receives their money back. ‘

Police Chief's Report

Mr. Cardimen said the Chief is out on several calls right now and has asked for Mr. McCutcheon to give his Chief’s

Report.
Mr. McCutcheon gave the Police Department Report for the month of September 2025 on behalf of Chief Jason Stewart.



Engineer’s Report
Mr. Drew Null directed everyone to the monthly report and said Riverfront Park; there is nothing to report this month.

Mr. Drew Null said the Mill Street Project; we have been going back and forth with PennDOT since July. Plans were filed
with PennDOT and we got a number of additional communications and clarifications one being initially a permit was not
required, but now it is required. This means not just the terminal points on 4'" and 5™ Avenue; they will review the
improvements as they were a PennDOT Project. This has gone through all of the different departments, the ADA, the
Geotech, traffic control departments and he continued to explain. Mr. Null said we plan to have the HOP filed by next
week at the latest,

Mr. Cardimen sdid when are we looking at going out to bid?

Mr. Null said January or February.

Mr. Drew Null said School Street Road and Waterline Replacement; we are still working through the process with the
EPA.

Mr. Drew Null said Grant Applications; you had the ACT 152 Resolutions on the agenda this evening. As far as the 2024
CFA Program goes, we expected to hear something by now. The CFA Meeting in September when they were expectéd
to act was postponed and we have not heard when they will take action. With applications due at the end of November
there is no announcement in sight for right now so the plan is that Watson Street a new submission of the program last
year. Mr. Null said the Watson Street Road Reconstruction will be expanded to include waterline replacement as well
and he continued to explain.

Mr. Drew Null said Developments; there is a new application related to the Montour Hardware Site. The Borough does
not have a Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance so this follows the County process. The application was made
with Allegheny County and the County accepted the application as administratively complete which sets a 30-day
timeclock in their process. They schedule a public hearing and their Engineer will release a review letter on subdivision
matters and he continued to explain.

Mr. Drew Null said Water and Sewer Authority; the MS4 Annual Report was submitted and was due at the end of
September.

Fire Chief's Report

Chief Spencer said in the month of September of 2025 we answered a total of 16 calls; 6 mutual aid calls, 3 motor
vehicle accidents, 2 elevator entrapments, 1 trench rescue, 1 brush fire, 1 gas call, 1 medical lift assist and 1 false alarm.

Chief Spencer said | want to remind everyone that it is October and time to change your batteries on your smoke
detectors.

Mayor’s Report

Mayor Dixon read a Proclamation for the month of October being breast cancer awareness month (copy of Proclamation
on file with official minutes.)

4



Mayor Dixon said | want to thank Council. After a review in the Police Department of the remaining vacation time, with
regards to the overtime budget and directly due to ongoing staffing shortages due to injuries this Council will once again
permit Police Officers to sell back one additional week of their vacation time in order to offset those overtime expenses
and he continued to explain.

Mayor Dixon said | have a report that the Chief compiled for me, so we have an idea of where they are and what they’ve
been doing over the last year since the Chief was appointed. This report details the major operational and personnel
advancements with the Coraopolis Police Department between July 8, 2024 through August of 2025 and he continued to
read the report.

Mr. Cardimen said thank you for your report and just to add onto this all of the programs mentioned came at zero
increase to your tax dollars. ‘ :

Mayor Dixon said on Saturday, October 254 from 1 pm —4 pm we are having an open house with the Police Department,
Fire Department and Valley Ambulance and hope that you will join us.

Committee Reports/Comments from Council
Mr. Flasco said | have nothing to report this evening.

Mr. Mihalyi said the CWSA has began the fall flushing program of fire hydrant and mains. Customers will be notified on
the day of, before flushing starts in their area via the Authorities automated notification system. Please be sure your
contact information is up to date in the system. Notification options include phone calls, text and or emails.

Mr. Mihalyi said Halloween will be Thursday, October 30" at 6 pm — 8 pm.
Mr. Bolea said | have nothing this evening.

Ms. Marine said | want to expand a little more on the Traffic Policy. As the solicitor explained we didn’t have the proper
logistics with adequate notice to advertise and pass the policy tonight. There has been ample work done on this since
December of last year when Council focused on neighborhood and residential areas. Through the PennDOT Handbook
and working with Trans Associates (a local parking and transportation consultant) the place to start is with having a
Traffic Calming Policy. We also went to our COG that we belong to with other cooperative municipalities and asked how
they executed their policies and how they operate it. It is a cross functional effort largely starting with the Police
Department and over the course of the summer drafted a policy and she continued to explain. The document is not
ready to put forth to pass vote for tonight, but should be coming to the next meeting with adequate notice.

Mr. Cardimen said | would like to thank you personally for taking this on and doing a lot of the leg work and | really
appreciate your lead on this.

Ms. Haskins said we talked about Mill Street and | was wondering do they have their lights on yet, you said you were
going to look for some temporary ones.
Mr. Cardimen said we have two and are in the process of being put up.

Mr. Szabat said the Coraopolis Library has a new website that is up and active, the Allegheny County Library Association
has a master website and it can be personalized by each of the libraries in the system. Coraopolis was one of six libraries
invited to help implement and test it to get it off the ground and he continued to explain.
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Mr. Harris said | would also like to thank Ms. Marine for her work on the Traffic Calming Policy. With the ordinance
amendments that we have been working on we kind of throw out a lot of information during our meetings and she’s
always just taking everything in and puts that all down into very good documentation. It's very appreciated and | think
the whole community should be aware of your hard work.

Mr. Harris said | would like to offer my condolences to John May’s wife and family upon his passing and he continued to
explain.

Borough Manager’s Report

Mr. McCutcheon said we did receive a request from the VFW about the installation of two handicap parking spaces and
are looking into that.

Mr. McCutcheon said | met with the Budget Committee made up of Mr. Flasco and Mr. Szabat and have gone over the
budget and some revisions. Once we meet again, | can distribute it to Council.

Mr. Cardimen said do you anticipate a tax increase for the 2026 year?
Mr. McCutcheon said there will not be a tax increase.

Comments from the Public
President Robb Cardimen said any visitor’s requests or comments regarding general matters before this Council?

Ms. Lori Donahue of 2318 Stratford Avenue said I've lived up there for over 33 years and in that time, there is a house at
2411 Stratford Avenue that has sat abandoned and dilapidated without even a roof. It’s not only and eyesore, but is
dangerous from a structural standpoint. In 40 years, the Borough has not been able to do something about this
property. If anyone of you lived near this something would have been done about it 39 years ago. There are also a few
properties on Hiland Avenue that one woman owns, one has been half burned for over three years and nothing has
been done about it and she continued to explain.

Ms. Donahue said | want to know if there is a noise ordinance in Coraopolis and if so, why doesn’t it apply to activities at
the soccer fields across the street from me on Route 51? Numerous nights my neighbors and myself have suffered
through load music and screaming until after midnight only to be told by local authorities that there is nothing that can
be done. Again, if any one of you lived there something would have gotten done. Is there a noise ordinance can anyone
tell me if there is or not? ’ , '

Mr, McCutcheon said there is a Noise Ordinance.

Ms. Donahue said then why doesn’t it apply to them?

Mr. McCutcheon said it does.

Ms. Donahue said then why when | call the police do they tell me that nothing can be done, they rented it until midnight
so there’s nothing that can be done? Maybe more-needs to be done then, like enforcement.

Liz Heimann of 1436 Ridge Ave said | want.to give you an update on my son who was hit by a driver who was not paying
attention as she drove down our street and she continued to explain. Ms. Heimann said | am thankful for Ms. Marine
and the other people who have worked on this Traffic Calming Policy and want to see things put into action to keep
things like this from happening again. | am interested to read that. That publication time that you were speaking about,



can you tell me more about what that means? And if that includes publication to people like me or just publication
here?

Solicitor Conlon said by publication | just mean the agenda.

Ms. Heimann said so you don’t mean the public being able to look at that before it gets motioned and passed.
Solicitor Conlon said no because it’s not an Ordinance, if it was an Ordinance then it would be published in the
newspaper, but since it’s a policy it's still an internal document and a discussion pursued.

Ms. Heimann said I'm very thankful for the things I've heard you doing over the last several months that you’ve been
here that are encouraging good communication.

Ms. Heimann said sometimes communication seems to be an issue; Ms. Haskins do you finally have those flashing speed
signs installed on 15t?

Ms. Haskins said yes, | got them.

Ms. Heimann said and that happened within the last month, right? Despite the fact those signs have been in this office
since February and she continued to explain.

Ms. Mary Strasner of 1443 Ridge Avenue said | saved my time to Elizabeth Heimann.

Ms. Heimann said | just want to say I'm thankful that the new traffic lights were talked about at the last meeting to
remind people that the Borough is doing things for safety and updating and I’'m thankful for those reminders and
updates and she continued to explain. | am thankful for the Council Members who give updates on items that lead to
positive change. [t seems strange to me that some don’t have comments because that is your opportunity to tell the
people what you do in your community. It seems that clear communication seems to be in great need between Council
itself and Council and the residents and she continued to explain with her ideas.

Mr. George Carr of 103 Chestnut Street said my question is for the Solicitor, I kind of don’t understand where we're at
with this storage container business. Is this going to be another year that this container is going to sit on my street? |
didn’t understand where you went with that.

Solicitor Conlon said it is an amendment and we are still working on changes to the ordinance.

Mr. Carr said it’s been there almost a year now. | understand what you are saying, but is it going to be another year?
Mr. Cardimen said this body of Council isn’t satisfied with the language so that it is enforceable by our Police
Department so when we get the information from the Solicitor the body of Council will review it and act upon it
accordingly and a discussion pursued.

Mr. McCutcheon said | forgot to mention the Fall Festival this Saturday from 11 am — 3 pm at Mill Street and the parking
lot.

Mr. Harris made a motion to adjourn. Ms. Haskins seconded the motion.
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote.

MEETING ADJOURNED



