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Borough of Coraopolis 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Council Workshop Meeting by teleconference 

March 4, 2026 

6:34 PM 

 

The Workshop Meeting of the Borough of Coraopolis was called to order by Council President, Michael 

Harris. 

 

A Roll Call of Members was then taken. 

 

Present 

Rudy Bolea via teleconference   

Gary Flasco 

Kim Haskins 

Mike Harris   

Lori Donahue  

Chuck Spencer 

Richard Cocco 

 

Absent 

Robb Cardimen 

Michael Dixon, Mayor 

 

 

Mr. Harris said are there any comments on agenda items by Council Members?   

Mr. Harris said are there any visitor requests or comments regarding agenda items?  Being none, the 

meeting continued.  

 

Mr. Harris said I would like to call forward Jon Chillinsky and Kate Vander Wiede from the Allegheny 

County A-team for a presentation regarding their services. 

Ms. Vander Wiede, a Project Manager with the Allegheny County Department of Human Services and Mr. 

Chillinsky, a Regional Director for Resources for Redevelopment and Contractor Provider for the A Team 

directed everyone to the handouts they provided.  Ms. Vander Wiede said since 2024 we have been running 

the A Team which is an Alternative Response Program.  The A team fits into the County’s improved crisis 

system so no matter what number you call you can get the same kind of support.  The A Team will come out 

to you and resolve the crisis in the field in your community.  We see the A Team as a 4th branch of 

emergency services so if you have a behavior health or human service crisis, we want to send the behavioral 

health or human service response and she continued to explain. 
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Mr. Chillinsky said since 2024 we have expanded our services to over 20 Municipalities and 18 Police 

Departments and there are many more waiting for us to come on board and we hope to go throughout the 

entire County within the next couple of years.  Our goal is to respond to the 911 calls in three different ways 

and he continued to explain. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve a handicapped parking space for Kathleen Benson at 1223 Hiland 

Avenue.  Mr. Harris seconded the motion. 

Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve the use of Riverfront Park on Sunday, March 29th from 10 am to 3 

pm for the Community Easter Egg Hunt.  Ms. Haskins seconded the motion. 

Motion approved by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

 

Public Works Foreman’s Report 

 

Mr. Larry Tollis said this report will be for January and February, since I was unable to attend in February.  

Throughout the two months we had 26 call outs for snow and ice removal and one call out to assist the 

CWSA with their leak on Wood Street and Hiland Avenue along with performing maintenance on our 

vehicles.  After the major storm we removed 68 loads of snow from 5th and 4th Avenues to create more 

parking and he continued to explain. 

 

Mr. Larry Tollis said once the weather starting to clear up, we replaced road signs with the required 

reflective signs from Edgewood and Vine, Edgewood and Ferree, Ferree and Montour, Ferree and Vance 

and State Avenue and School Street.  On Vance and Maple, we replaced a complete stop sign on that was 

stolen.  The sign on 7th Avenue and Main Street was replaced per request from Ms. Blackstone.  We began 

cold patching this week on State Avenue, Grace Street and Howard Street and have brought out the street 

sweeper to start a preliminary clean up before the May 1st street sweeping season starts.  

 

Mr. Spencer said did you paint the white parking lines along 5th Avenue or did we pay someone to come do 

them? 

Mr. Tollis said we paid someone to do it.  We did talk last year about maybe purchasing one and sharing it 

with the police and a discussion pursued.  

Mr. Flasco asked the cost for a line painter and Mr. Tollis said the one we were looking at was 

approximately $2,400.00 and he continued to explain.   

Mr. Flasco said I understand we have some problems with the backhoe. 

Mr. Tollis said yes, this is the time of year that we usually have maintenance done on it.  We were told last 

year that we’d be lucky to get another year out of it.  We began talk to see what we can get for a trade in on 

a decent used backhoe and he continued to explain.  
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Mr. Harris asked for the anticipated time line for getting bids for Council review.  Mr. McCutcheon said it 

may take a while to find a decent used one and a discussion pursued.  

Mr. Harris commended Mr. Tollis and the Public Works Department for their efforts with the bad weather. 

Mr. McCutcheon said I appreciated seeing the street sweeper out, because I did get a couple of calls from 

the Business District and he continued to explain. 

 

 

Valley Ambulance Report 

 

Mr. Pete Miles said Valley had 758 calls last month, Coraopolis had 97 calls and 8 fire standbys.  Our 

subscriptions are slightly delayed, but you should be seeing those I the mail soon. 

 

 

Committee Reports / Comments from Council 

 

Mr. Cocco said I don’t have anything right now. 

 

Ms. Haskins said I don’t have anything this evening. 

 

Ms. Donahue said I have nothing. 

 

Mr. Flasco said the Finance Committee was supposed to meet, but we ran into a hiccup, so we will 

reschedule.  There is nothing new to report for the Personnel Committee.   

 

Mr. Spencer said under buildings; a lot of the lights at the library are burned out, including the lights on the 

American flag.  I have mentioned this to one of the Library Board Members, but we need to get something 

done.  He also asked if a proper sized flag for that pole can be purchased. 

Mr. McCutcheon said we can get a bigger flag and Mr. Pitassi has contacted Mr. Bobro to look into the 

lights and they are working together on this. 

 

Mr. Tollis said I want to thank Mr. McCutcheon and Council for the upgraded lights at the Public Works 

building, it makes a big difference. 

Mr. Flasco asked how the new salt building was working out and Mr. Tollis it was working out well and 

they are able to store a good bit of salt in it. 

 

Mr. Bolea said I have nothing. 

 

Mr. Harris said I attended the Coraopolis Business Association Meeting at the end of last month.  There was 

a presentation by Paramount Pursuit.  They are funded by Allegheny County and are a good asset for any of 

the businesses in Coraopolis and he continued to explain. 
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Mr. Harris said I would like to push to get stop signs on Main Street, if we can look at the areas.  We have 

the speed traps there, but can’t have them there all of the time and he continued to explain. 

Mr. McCutcheon said we learned a lesson from putting stop signs on Vine Street; a guy went through one 

and fought the citation by questioning if there was a study done and there was not.  You would have to have 

an engineering study done on Main Street before putting up a stop sign and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said we also have the one request for a traffic calming, so whatever Committee that falls 

under should probably start planning that.  I think Step 1 would be having the police do a study.  We 

wouldn’t do a study while it’s snowing, but now that it’s starting to warm up, we can start the steps per our 

Traffic Calming Policy. 

 

Mr. Spencer said the Chief of Police would like to talk to us about the tasers. 

Chief Stewart said I spoke with Mr. McCutcheon some time ago regarding our current tasers being obsolete.  

The plan was to purchase cartridges, batteries and anything we might need to make these last as long as we 

could, but that plan fell through due to the company no longer producing these items and software updates 

to keep them reliable.  I am not saying that we have to do this right now, but I did get a price to replace the 

whole group of tasers last year and it was $59,000.00 but it has since gone up in the new year to $82,000.00.  

He continued to explain the services and payment options and a discussion pursued. 

Mr. Harris said are we going to make a movement on this or look into it further? 

Mr. McCutcheon said I think maybe next week, if it is Council’s pleasure, it can be put on the agenda. 

 

 

Manager’s Report 

 

Mr. McCutcheon referred to the emails he sent regarding the letter sent by Lennon Smith on the Long Term 

Control Plan.  The Authority is mandated to build an equalizing tank by the Montour Trail and we have a 

pump station there.  As of now, when heavy rain falls, stuff flows into the river that is no longer allowed to 

do so.  The DEP says this needs to be built and even though the CWSA is doing the work, the Borough has 

to approve the project.  This will be an expensive project and the Authority will probably get loans through 

Pennvest and our sewer rates will increase.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. McCutcheon said I received something from the County regarding CDBG money, which is grant money 

that we used for probably 10 different demolitions over the years and we would want to try for more.  

Unfortunately, we haven’t been lucky the past couple of years in being awarded these grants, but now that 

we’ve changed COG’s I hope that doesn’t place us at the bottom.  I will have those two resolutions on the 

agenda for next week. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said Chief Stewart and I met with Jefferson Hills last year and purchased a used vehicle 

from them.  They do have another one coming up that is in good shape and our Resource Officer for Cornell 

School is using a vehicle that has seen its better days.  Cornell has agreed to contribute a substantial amount 
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towards this even though it would still be our vehicle.  We will pay the insurance, gas and everything so we 

are working together with them and he continued to explain. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon told Mr. Tollis he appreciated the Public Works crew being out with the sweeper and 

thanked him. 

 

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to Adjourn.  Ms. Haskins seconded the motion. 

Motion Approved by Unanimous Voice Vote.  

 

 

Meeting Adjourned.  

 

 


