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Borough of Coraopolis 

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania 

Regular Council Meeting via teleconference 

February 11, 2026 

6:33 PM 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Borough of Coraopolis was called to order by Council President, Michael Harris. 

 

Chief Stewart led the gathering in the Pledge to the Flag. 

 

A Roll Call of Members was then taken. 

 

Present 

Rudy Bolea (via phone) 

Gary Flasco 

Kim Haskins 

Mike Harris 

Lori Donahue 

Chuck Spencer 

Richard Cocco 

Mayor, Michael Dixon  

 

Absent 

Robb Cardimen 

 

Mr. Harris asked for a motion to amend the Agenda to add the Findings of Facts and Conclusions to deny the Auto Sales 

and Service at 412 Broadway. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to amend the Agenda to add the Findings of Facts and Conclusions to deny the Auto Sales 

and Service at 412 Broadway.  Ms. Donahue seconded the motion. 

Mr. Conlan said this is adding to the Agenda now.  

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to adopt Finding of Fact and Conclusions of Law to deny the application by Sabre Equipment 

Inc. for Conditional Use approval to operate an Auto Sales and Service Use at 412 Broadway Street, Coraopolis, PA in the 

Commercial – 2 (C-2) Zoning District.  Mr. Spencer seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call Vote 

Rudy Bolea  Yes 

Gary Flasco  Yes 

Kim Haskins  Yes 

Mike Harris  Yes 

Lori Donahue  Yes 

Chuck Spencer  Yes 

Richard Cocco  Yes 

Motion carried. 
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Mr. Harris said are there any questions on the agenda from Borough Council?  Mr. Harris said are there any visitor 

requests and comments regarding agenda items?  Being none, the meeting continued. 

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve the Minutes of the January 5, 2026 Council Reorganization Meeting.  Ms. 

Haskins seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the Minutes of the January 15, 2026 Special Council Meeting.  Mr. Spencer 

seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Ms. Donahue made a motion to approve the Minutes of the February 4, 2026 Council Workshop Meeting.  Ms. Haskins 

seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

  

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the Invoices for February 2026 in the amount of $262,785.64.  Mr. Bolea 

seconded the motion.  

 

Upon Roll Call Vote 

Rudy Bolea  Yes 

Gary Flasco  Yes 

Kim Haskins  Yes 

Mike Harris  Yes 

Lori Donahue  Yes 

Chuck Spencer  Yes 

Richard Cocco  Yes 

Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Spencer made a motion to approve the Payroll for the month of January 2026 in the amount of $182,643.53.  Ms. 

Haskins seconded the motion. 

 

Upon Roll Call Vote 

Rudy Bolea  Yes 

Gary Flasco  Yes 

Kim Haskins  Yes 

Mike Harris  Yes 

Lori Donahue  Yes 

Chuck Spencer  Yes 

Richard Cocco  Yes 

Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Donahue made a motion to approve the use of Riverfront Park on August 8th for the Back 2 School Bash for Lucinda 

Wade from 9 am to 5 pm.  Ms. Haskins seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 
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Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of Shelley Jones Park on June 19th and 20th for the Summer Jams for 
Tyrone Fisher and Riverfront Park for a Movie in the Park and Bands in the Park for Randon Willard with the CCDC on the 
same dates.  Mr. Spencer seconded the motion.  
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of Riverfront Park on July 10th for Music in the Park for Randon Willard 

with the CCDC from 5 pm to 9 pm.  Ms. Donahue seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of Riverfront Park on August 14th for a Movie in the Park for Randon 
Willard with the CCDC from 7 pm to 10 pm.  Ms. Donahue seconded the motion. 
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to approve the use of Town Square and the parking lot and Mill Street from 5th Avenue to 
Pine Alley and from Mill Street to the McDonald’s parking lot exit on September 26th from 8 am to 4 pm for the Fall 
Festival for Randon Willard with the CCDC.  Ms. Donahue seconded the motion. 
Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said we have had this request for a couple months now; the VFW would like 2 handicap parking spaces, 

one on Mulberry (very close to Pine Alley where this a ramp) and the other on 5th Avenue there isn’t a ramp there but 

they can get them out of the car and onto the sidewalk with their wheelchair and he continued to explain.  Council 

should decide on whether they want to approve one, both or none. 

Mr. Spencer said in order to get a ramp there they would have to go through PennDOT, right? 

Mr. McCutcheon said it would be up to them but yes, they would definitely have to go through PennDOT. 

Mr. Bolea said does PennDOT allow us to put a handicap space on 5th Avenue? 

Mr. McCutcheon said there is one on 4th Avenue by the notary and since the VFW is not a business then they would 

probably approve that and a discussion pursued. 

 

Mr. Cocco made a motion to approve one handicap parking space for the VFW on Mulberry Street near Pine Alley.  Ms. 

Haskins seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

 

Solicitor’s Report 

 

Solicitor John Vogel said if you have any questions on the report that was provided earlier and circulated to everyone 

please let me know and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Bolea said how far away are we from voting on the Container Ordinance? 

Mr. Vogel said we submitted the draft ordinance to change the Zoning Ordinance and also the ordinance just on 

containers themselves and he continued to explain.   

Mr. Vogel said did you approve advertising for that? 

Mr. McCutcheon said yes, but doesn’t the County have to do something? 

Mr. Vogel said the Zoning Ordinance has to be sent to the County, so we will do that and see the response we get and 

then we will get everything in order. 

Mr. Bolea asked why it goes to the County and Mr. Vogel said when dealing with Zoning Ordinances under the State 

Planning Code they give their opinions and he continued to explain. 
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Police Chief’s Report    

 

Chief Stewart gave the Police Department Report for the month of January 2026. 

 

 

Fire Chief’s Report 

 

Chief Spencer said we had a total of 16 calls in January 2026; 5 mutual aid, 1 cooking fire, 1 gas leak, 1 medic assist 4 

carbon monoxide detectors going off, 3 false alarms and 1 house fire.   

 

Chief Spencer said for public awareness; if you do get a fire in your house and you think you put it out, just call the fire 

department so we can make sure it is out and he continued to explain.  

 

 

Engineer’s Report     

 

Mr. Drew Null directed everyone to the monthly report and said Riverfront Park, we received some comments from the 

DCNR and are addressing those and closing out the prior funding phases.  Applications that have been filed in past years 

have not been successful but the DCNR Funding period is coming up with applications due at the end of April.  Should 

Council move forward with that, a resolution would be required. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said the Mill Street Project; We have continued our communications with PennDOT with a number of 

different departments and directed everyone to his report for the responses.  We are hopeful to move forward with 

construction this year and he continued to explain.   

Mr. Null said for the benefit of everybody new to this there are two funding sources with PennDOT being the largest.  

We do need to meet their requirements in order for them to release the funds.  The other source is the Commonwealth 

Finance Authority and they are not as involved with their reimbursement program so once we get through PennDOT the 

path should be clear.   

 

Mr. Drew Null said the School Street Road and Waterline Replacement; this project with be coordinated with the 

Authority.  There is EPA funding available and we are working through a lengthy process with them.  

 

Mr. Drew Null said Grant Applications; we have some that are pending and we will keep you updated on the programs 

coming up. 

 

Mr. Drew Null said Developments; Dunkin’, the Borough does not have a Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 

(SALDO), so that defaults to the County.  As the Borough you do comment on zoning and stormwater as those are 

unique to the Borough.  There are some outstanding comments that are addressed through the County, so it is on the 

Developer to respond and no action from Council is required this evening.   

 

Mr. Drew Null said there is nothing to report with the Water and Sewer Authority but for reference the Authority owns 

and operates the Stormwater System.  The Borough and the Authority are co-applicants who have a couple of items 

throughout the year but there is nothing this evening for action.    
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Ms. Donahue said the conceptual streetscape plans for Mill Street Roadway Improvement; is there any way I can see 

those? 

Mr. Null said sure, we’ll get a copy over.   

Ms. Donahue said who all was involved in putting this together? 

Mr. Null said this went to Council in December of 2024, so we can share that with the group.  

Ms. Donahue said I’m assuming this was approved on already. 

Mr. Null said yes.  

Ms. Donahue said Montour Street, is there anything going on with Montour Street? 

Mr. McCutcheon said that’s the PennDOT slide? 

Ms. Donahue said yeah. 

Mr. McCutcheon said they were supposed to do something the fall of 2025.  I spoke with the State today and they said 

they will probably get it done in 2027. 

Mr. Null said to clarify, I am not reporting on that one.  That is a State Road and not a Borough Road, so it is governed by 

the State and you’re at their mercy.   

Ms. Donahue said okay, gotcha, I didn’t know that.  Thank you. 

 

Mr. Bolea said is it worth our while to develop our own SALDO Program?  So, we’d be able to deal with our land 

development ourselves. 

Mr. Null said in the past you have had very little development and are a pretty built out community which was the 

guiding decision and he continued to explain.   

Solicitor Vogle said the development of SALDO is a process and a project taking a lot of time and effort and is not the 

simplest thing to do.  He continued to explain and a discussion pursued.  

 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

Mayor Dixon said I have a Proclamation for Black History Month and he continued to read the Proclamation.   

 

 

Committee Reports/Comments from Council 

 

Mr. Spencer said on my Committee of Public Safety I did have a meeting with Chief Stewart and we plan to have more 

meetings.   I also spoke with the head of Public Works and told him we would like to meet with him too.   

 

Mr. Flasco said the Finance Committee is going to meet at the end of the month and at this time there is nothing to 

report from the Personnel Committee.  

 

Ms. Donahue said I have nothing yet for the Communication Committee but I’m hoping Mayor Dixon can help me out 

with that.  The Economic Development Committee I’m actually doing research on that now on it and I’m the process of 

getting ready to talk to (Inaudible). 

 

Ms. Haskins said I understand the library last night had a meeting, but it was cancelled but I am going to further look into 

when the meetings are and report it back to the Council.  The Economic Development Committee, as Lori said we’re 

trying to figure out what we’re supposed to do and I’m looking forward to working with the businesses also.   

 

Mr. Cocco said I don’t have anything this evening.   
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Mr. Bolea said I don’t have a Committee Report this evening, but want to comment that it is nice to see so much 

prospective use of the Riverfront Park going on and hopefully it will continue through the summer and a discussion 

pursued.  

 

Mr. Harris said Mayor Dixon sent out a draft of a letter of proposal for technology. 

Mayor Dixon said I put together a letter for a request for proposal to acquire a new technology vendor service provider 

for the Borough and he continued to explain.  

Mr. Harris said I think that’s necessary to get some bids on that because constantly every day at work, I’m getting emails 

and information about cyber attacks and he continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Harris said I really didn’t want to get into spending money for a traffic study, but I don’t know if Council, Public 

Works, maybe the Police Department and Fire Department can do a study on the north to south / south to north veins 

that we see a lot of traffic that aren’t State roads.  Something that we can make movement on ourselves to add stop 

signs, it seems traffic flow has increased and he continued to explain.   

Mr. McCutcheon said we do have one request for a traffic study, but with the weather and everything this isn’t the time 

of the year to do one.  Step one is having the Police do some work there, but we should probably have a committee 

group involved with that just so they know what all is going on and the steps we’re taking for the one block they’re 

requesting.  

 

Mr. Bolea said has there been any movement on looking for another firm for Building Inspector? 

Mr. McCutcheon said we haven’t discussed it yet, but since Dan retired from BIU, I have seen a decline and he continued 

to explain.  

Mr. Harris said I’ve seen several firms that have the titles on their cars that stop and get coffees and things.  We can 

reach out to neighboring municipalities to try to get references on that and a discussion pursued.  

 

 

Borough Manager’s Report 

 

Mr. McCutcheon said it has been a rough couple of weeks with the weather and receiving 10 – 12 inches of snow.  Our 

guys have been working on the vehicles because when you are in that cold weather and moving as much snow as they 

have, issues have occurred with the trucks.  As I mentioned in the Workshop Meeting, we are at the point where we 

need to look into a new backhoe.  The salt has been an issue; the supplier has not been able to get the salt up the river 

to their locations and he continued to explain.   

 

Mr. McCutcheon said I want to thank Dana Watkins; I think this has been 10 to 12 years that she has presented the Black 

History Month Presentation and she has done a good job organizing this in honor of Shelley Jones.   

 

 

Comments from the Public 

 

President Michael Harris said it is the public’s right to comment at public meetings and is limited to residents of the 

Borough or persons who pay taxes to the Borough and that is why we ask each person who desires to comment to give 

your name and address of the residence of property that you own in the Borough.  Each person who seeks to comment 

is limited to three minutes and comments are limited to matters that are or may be before the Borough.  Council 
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Members are not required to answer any questions posed by the members of the public or engage in any dialog with the 

comments of the public.  Council Members shall not comment on matters of personnel, discipline, or any legal matter.  

 

Mr. Bill Radocaj of 1024 Fleming Street asked if there can be a microphone installed for the engineers because we can’t 

hear what they are saying.   

 

Mr. Dan Hickton of 1318 Vance Avenue said at the bottom of Maple Street Extension there is a big pothole at the stop 

sign. 

Mr. McCutcheon said that intersection is property of the State.  We can put some fill in there which will probably come 

out but I have to get a list to them because there are potholes all over the place and a discussion pursued. 

Mr. Hickton said on the topic of cyber security, I am a practicing attorney and that is something I focus on and he 

continued to explain.  

Mr. Hickton said I represent a lot of tenants in HUD or SSDI income housing here and they have a lot of grievances with 

management, so I don’t know if this is something that Council can entertain with the respect of some sort of ordinance 

and he continued to explain.  

 

Mr. Clarence Sellers of Vance Avenue said I want to know if we are going to get a Dunkin Donuts, I think they were 

talking about it when I came in.  Is Coraopolis going to okay a Dunkin Donuts here in Coraopolis? 

Mr. McCutcheon said there is a company looking to bring Dunkin Donuts to Coraopolis.  It hasn’t been finalized, but they 

are in the process.  It is allowed in the Business District, so Council cannot stop them because it is allowed by the zoning 

ordinance.  

Mr. Sellers said is there ever a reason to stop them from doing that?  I mean it is a business and a discussion pursued.  

 

Mr. Sellers said as we were talking about traffic and everything, think about speed bumps and he continued to explain.     

 

Ms. Haskins made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Spencer seconded the motion. 

Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote. 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED 


